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A Letter From

HEAD FOR THE CURE
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Dear Friends,

Our three-part mission to raise funds, awareness, and hope for the brain tumor community was never more present 
than in 2017. We achieved new milestones on virtually every measure, and we are thrilled to provide our Annual 
Report on what was an incredibly impactful 2017 for the Head for the Cure Foundation. 

Thank you to the patients, families, friends, and our community of supporters who make our work so meaningful. 

Since 2003, our 5K run/walk events have been our signature fundraising and hope-raising programs across our 
Foundation, with nearly 15,000 participants joining us in 20 cities in 2017.  Clearly, HFTC event participation fuels the 
energy and engagement that drives our foundation forward. 

What’s more, Head for the Cure implemented a record number of third-party fundraising events and programs in 
2017, raising more than $210,000. One of these extraordinary events, the Herbish Spring Fundraiser in Midland, TX, 
is highlighted in this report. We also continue to be grateful to the hundreds of families who have turned their grief 
into action by establishing Memorials to celebrate the lives of loved ones they have lost to a brain tumor.    

Head for the Cure supported several research programs from funds raised during our 2017 5K events. Our partner, 
the Brain Tumor Trials Collaborative (BTTC), through the National Institutes of Health (NIH), received $500,000.   This 
network of top cancer centers has received more than $4.5 million in HFTC grants since 2007 to fund investigations 
into new brain tumor treatments. In addition in 2017, we made 22 other grants totaling over $400,000 to brain 
cancer clinics and advocacy groups nationwide. 

In an effort to actively support the 200,000 people every year diagnosed with a brain tumor, we’re expanding our 
Brains for the Cure patient experience portal. We’re excited to share those plans in this report.

Thank you for taking time to read the interesting stories of engagement and hope from the Head for the Cure 
community. And thank you for your continued support and encouragement. Together we can defeat brain cancer 
step by step.

Sincerely,

Matt Anthony
President, Head for the Cure Foundation

Jenna Heilman
Executive Director, Head for the Cure Foundation 
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FINANCIALS
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Revenue 2016* 2017

Donations/contributions  $1,041,022  $1,152,938 

Event Revenue  $470,373  $431,946 

Sponsorship Revenue  $301,372  $305,759 

Merchandise Income & Other  $13,623  $18,371 

Total Revenue  $1,826,390  $1,909,014 

Fundraising Expenses

HFTC Event Expenses  $746,843  $724,869 

Cost of Merchandise & Other  $7,623  $10,610 

Net Revenue 1,071,924  $1,173,535 

General & Administrative

Fundraising/G&A Staff Costs  $64,110  $67,648 

Business Expenses  $40,117  $48,691 

Office Expenses  $11,513  $15,802 

Professional Services  $40,252  $52,644 

Building/Rent  $19,991  $38,661 

G&A/Fundraising Costs  $175,983  $223,446 

Grants & Program Expenses

BTTC Grant  $550,876  $508,346 

Local Beneficiary Grants  $406,582  $455,250 

Brains for the Cure Program  $102,520  $4,325 

Staff Program Implementation  $160,945  $191,886 

Total Grants/Programs  $1,220,923  $1,159,807 

*2016 financials have been updated from the 2016 annual report.



EVENT SUMMARY
Event Date Event Name Participants Total Raised

2/25/17 Charleston 298 $23,547.00 

3/11/17 El Paso 312 $13,198.00 

3/19/17 Central Texas 1012 $122,670.52 

4/15/17 Bike Ride KC 297 $23,410.43 

4/23/17 Mid-Mo 222 $25,299.50 

4/30/17 NC Triangle 216 $18,500.96 

5/6/17 North Texas 1602 $143,497.07 

5/21/17 Des Moines 250 $22,526.00 

6/17/17 Wichita 291 $17,986.00 

7/9/17 Seattle 484 $49,804.32 

7/22/17 St. Louis 847 $72,623.54 

7/29/17 Omaha 447 $38,114.61 

8/12/17 Jackson 227 $18,235.00 

8/27/17 Kansas City 4226 $458,062.84 

9/12/17 New York 87 $5,978.00 

9/16/17 Detroit 841 $83,415.87 

9/23/17 San Antonio 1268 $94,980.11 

10/7/17 Cleveland 633 $76,121.11 

10/14/17 Houston 677 $115,258.83 

10/28/17 Chicago 462 $61,529.45 

TOTAL 14,699 $1,484,759.16 
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FUNDRAISING
Herbish Fundraisers
While battling a glioblastoma in 2016, Herb Ware 
and his wife Lezlye (Midland, TX) decided to turn their 
journey into a mission to fight brain cancer.  When, Herb 
passed away in April 2016, Lezlye continued their desire 
to raise funds in support of brain cancer research by 
planning two events hosted in 2017: Herbish Spring 
Fundraiser and the Herbish Golf Tournament in the fall.

The spring event focused on a live and silent auction 
featuring artwork from Barry Thomas, a personal friend 
of the Wares.  The golf tournament showcased Herb’s 
passion for golfing.  They quickly sold out of their team 
spots and included various contests at each hole to 
raise additional funds.  At each event, they not only 
honored Herb but others in the Midland area who had 
passed away from brain cancer.  The response to the 
events humbled Lezlye, who says she was overwhelmed 
by the “generosity of Midlanders, friends and supporters 
and their wonderful donations.”  All in all, the Herbish 
events raised more than $210,000 total benefiting MD 
Anderson Cancer Center and Head for the Cure.

One of the many highlights from these two events for 
Lezlye was the feeling of having such overwhelming 
support at one time.  She even received a standing 
ovation after she shared her story.  

Lezlye is not a fundraising professional and had 
never organized anything like this.  She approached 
other event planners and development professionals 
to learn the ins and outs of hosting a fundraising event.  
To her, she simply did what she thought Herb would 
want.  To others who wonder if they could organize a 
fundraiser, she said, “if you have a heart to do it - do it.”

Other Fundraising

Source

National Sponsorship  $52,000.00 

Get Real Leadership  $57,324.00 

Memorials  $42,960.00 

General Donations  $13,554.00 

Merchandise  $17,707.00 

3rd Party Events  $214,603.00 

Giving Tuesday  $8,595.00 

Year End Appeal  $24,565.00 

Total  $431,308.00 
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BRAINS FOR THE CURE
In April 2017, we launched our first program built specifically for patients and caregivers: Brains for the Cure—an 
online navigator to help them understand, manage, and cope with all the twists and turns of a brain tumor diagnosis. 
The doctors of the BTTC, who’ve seen or used the site since its launch, have responded enthusiastically, and many 
have signed on to help guide the site into the future. 

More importantly, patients and caregivers tell us that the site helps them in ways that no other resource does. When 
there’s nobody to turn to and everything feels overwhelming, Brains for the Cure offers a level of understanding that 
meets them exactly where they are and helps them find a useful forward step to take, whatever their situation. 

We’re investing in the future of Brains for the Cure. We’re developing new features for the site to fuel its evolution 
into a constantly-updating publication. Along the way, we’re making it easier to find from web searches (so people 
who’ve never heard of us can still get the answers they need when they need them), easier to use from mobile 
devices, and more current with the latest medical advances in brain tumor treatment. 

To explore this tool, visit www.brainsforthecure.org.
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Gilmore Girls Fan Fest

Fans of the Gilmore Girls show fondly remember Edward Herrmann as Richard, the generous patriarch of the Gilmore clan. To those closest to 
him, he was not only a brilliant, creative actor, but also a family man who was taken too soon by glioblastoma on December 31, 2014. 

Fast forward to 2017—and Head for the Cure supporter (and Gilmore Girls superfan) Jennie Whitaker organized the second annual festival 
for fans, by fans of the show. Jennie was busy recreating the show’s (fictional) setting of Stars Hollow in the real town of Kent, CT, when she 
saw the opportunity to bring together two of the things about which she cared deeply, Gilmore Girls and brain tumor research. Jennie added a 
running event and a prop auction to the festival, encouraged fans to dress in costume as their favorite characters, and invited the Herrmann 
family to participate. And that’s how the Gilmore Girls Fan Fest ended up hosting the Edward Herrmann Memorial Run, benefiting Head for the 
Cure.

We love seeing the creativity and passion our supporters pour into the fight against brain cancer, all the way from Texas to “Stars Hollow.” The 
next Edward Herrmann Memorial Run is planned for the Gilmore Girls Fan Fest on October 19-21, 2018. Funds will benefit HFTC.

GILMORE GIRLS TM & © 2018 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved.

STORIES FROM 

HEAD FOR THE CURE
Angela Merckle

Four years ago, Angela Merckle was a young mom and runner living in Omaha, Nebraska, when she started experiencing seizures and 
lightheadedness. After receiving concerning MRI results, she spent her 30th birthday having brain surgery. A biopsy confirmed a diagnosis of 
brain cancer. Her doctors told her that she wouldn’t be able to run anymore because of too many balance issues. 

To this and every obstacle she faces, Angela declared, CHALLENGE ACCEPTED.

“There are people going through more struggles–but for me, at least I can still run. They told me I couldn’t. And there were times that I fell. But 
I laughed and I got up. I put one foot in front of the other, and I think of it like a challenge,” Angela said.

Just five months after her surgery, Angela ran in her first Head for the Cure 5K, and she’s returned every year since. For her, involvement with 
Head for the Cure is an opportunity to connect with other survivors, and is a place for everyone to come together like a family.

For Angela, sharing her story is both a joy and a duty, because “there are people coming behind us and they need answers.” Angela still works 
full time to support herself and her 5-year-old son Connor. She moved to Orlando this year to be closer to family. She’s hoping she may find a 
way to work a little less and maybe do some bucket list travel with her son. But for now, she’s taking on the challenge of fighting brain cancer. 
All the while, she’s supporting the brain cancer community by making connections with people, enjoying every special moment, giving back, 
and “making as much laughter out of it as you can.” 

People like Angela are why this fight matters so much. She’s contributing to the community with her time, her energy, her story, and most of all 
her unstoppable fighting attitude. 

Bringing a Fundraiser to Your Community

There are many ways to bring the fight against brain cancer to your 
community. 

Chase and Jennifer Lively’s family hosted “Santa’s Stop at Wylie 
Junction,” where supporters could purchase photos with Santa 
Claus, bid on silent auction items, and donate to a raffle for grand 
prizes.  They raised more than $17,000. Two young girls, Tatum 
and Megan Dempsey, created and sold “boxes of joy” in her 
grandparent’s neighborhood and raised $44. 

Whether it is big or small, every effort of raising funds, awareness 
and hope for the brain tumor community will help us defeat brain 
cancer step by step.  If you have an idea you would like to discuss, 
please contact Head for the Cure.



Head for the Cure has been incredibly honored to raise funds, awareness and hope for the brain tumor community across the 
nation for the past 15 years.  2017 has been nothing short of amazing.  We’ve increased our reach to engage more patients, 
survivors, caregivers and supporters well beyond our local communities hosting 5K events.  

New Website

We’re excited that we will launch a new look and feel to www.headforthecure.org.  
Our goals are to allow users to better navigate through the site, represent all of the 
opportunities to support brain cancer research, provide resources to those in need 
and celebrate each milestone’s success.  Stay tuned as we are still finalizing the 
specific launch date. 

Grassroots Fundraising Near You

This year more than ever, we are focusing on how Head for the Cure can reach those areas that may not host a 5K event. Many 
people have contacted us wanting to get involved in the fight against brain cancer.  Head for the Cure will help provide tools, 
brainstorming ideas, and support for those who would like to bring grassroots fundraising efforts to their local community.

Our Staff

The small but mighty Head for the Cure staff continues to work hard as we grow and expand  to support our mission.  In doing 
so, we have created new positions and reorganized the current staff in order to better serve our community.  We’re excited 
where this will lead us as we work together to defeat brain cancer step by step.

As always, we are here to support you and help in any way possible.  Feel free to reach out to us at any time.

LOOKING AHEAD… 

Pictured Left to Right
Top: Jenna Heilman, Brian Orrick, Ivan Garnica, Matt Anthony, Sheerin Fathizadeh  Sitting: Katie Survillo, 
Freda Schroeder, Cheryl Galloway, Kailyn Kordonowy  Not Picture: Cindy Tsutsumi and Steve Hirschorn
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THANK YOU TO EVERY ONE OF OUR 
2017 DONORS

In addition, we recognize all our teams 
and their captains. Teams are the heart, 
soul, and body of Head for the Cure, bringing 
out the bulk of our participants and 80% of our 
event proceeds. Thank you to everyone who 
was a part of a team. Visit your city’s page on 
headforthecure.org to see all the teams who 
sustain our mission.

$10,000 +

Matt and Ann Anthony
Beryl Oil & Gas LP
Harry and Kris Campbell
Mark One Electric
Novocure

$5,000 - $9,999

David Abbott
Advocate Health Care
Black River Operating LLC
BMW of the Permian Basin
Allstate Foundation
Coca-Cola Company
Colgate
Enerfab
Danay Fast
Get Real Leadership

$1,000 - $4,999

Alliance Field Services, LLC
Jackie Anderson
Chip Anthony
Austin Radiological Assoc.
Ty Baker
Baker Vehicle Systems, Inc.
Banshee Resources, LLC
Breck and Rene Barton
Beheadstrong, Inc.
Alec & Donna Belingloph
Bellevue Rare Coins, Inc.
Bemis, Roach & Reed
Benedictine College
BenMark Supply Company, Inc.
Frank Bennack
M. Brad Bennett

Pappas Restaurants, Inc.
Pepsi
TEK Systems
University Health System
VML

Jerry & Allyson Groner
Patrick Harrison
Holmes Murphy & Associates
KU Endowment
McAllister Capital Management
Buddy & Debbie McFadden
Nancy McLaughlin
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Richard Montgomery
San Antonio Elks Lodge #216

Daniel Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Smith
Sonic
Steven R. Kaldenberg 
Donor Advised Fund
Stacy Stillman
Texas Oncology
Silvana Varano
Paul Zuniga

Michael Bertness
BKD LLP
Lucie Black
Blue Cross Blue Shield KC
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina
BMO Harris Bank N.A.
Mitch Bowlus
Rodney Brown
Marilynn Burbach
Kevin Butler
Ann Campbell
Kelly Carnago
Catalyst Oilfield Services
CBIZ
Centerfield Asset Properties
Nicholas Chrisman
Win Christiansen
Marcia Ciacco
Anna Clanton

Kelvie Cleverdon
COG Operaton, LLC
Ted Collins
Computech Corporation
Cotton, Bledsoe, Tighe & Dawson
Country Club Bank
D & D Custom Construction
Joanie Delcambre
Adele & Bud Demchik
Michael Dempsey
Desert Production, Inc
Stephen Dirnbeck
Diversified Consultants, INC
Alvin Dodek
Briggs Donaldson
Don-Nan Pump & Supply Co.
DRW Trading Group
Dunn Family Foundation
Lisa Dupuis

Egon Zehnder International
Christine Erdman
Ernertia Software
Euronet Worldwide, Inc.
Experis
Sharon Farmer
Raj Fernando
Diane Firestone
Fitz’s Bottling Company
Foundation Medicine
Christopher Garibaldi
G’Day Imports
David Grace
David Greeson
Kristin Groner
Morris Groves
Guardian Self Storage
Mark Guinan
Debye Haick

Lezlye Ware
Waste Management
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Alenco, Inc.
Karen Allen
Andrew’s Refinishing LLC
Nancy Aubin
Mike Bahr
Mary Lou Baker
Mariterese Balthrop
Harold Bates
Barry Beal
Stuart Beal
Bell County 
Glass Company, Inc.
Laura Bennack
Karen Bienz
Ben Biller
James Blizzard
Bobby Bovaird
John Boyle
Rita Buress
Michelle Burkett
JJ Butler
Alicia Bye
Mark Casey
David Caudle
Nir Chanoch
David Chroback
Lori Clark
Michael & Susy Collins 
M Ann Colston
Columbia Winnelson Co.
Commerce Bank
Frank & Mary Cooper
Robert Craven
Conner Crowder
Custard Cats LLC
David Dale
Jordan Davis
Kelly & Blythe Davis
John de Groot
Nancy DeArman
Melissa DePratt
Marjorie Duffy
Mark & JoAnne Duffy

$500 - $999

Gene Elliott
Kip Elliott
Bev Enloe
Roger Ernst
Allen Erskine
Carmen Escalante
F.I.T. Muscle & Joint Clinic
Jace Farmer
Al Ferrer
Michael Fici
Firm Training Groups LLC
Joanne Fletcher
Sharon Floyd
James & Judy Fogdall
Paige Foote
Troy Ford
Richard Freeman
Cindy Gall
Janet Gartland
Robert Gatti
Debbie Goetz
Beverly Goodwin
Elizabeth Gourley
Tim Green
Cynthia Griffin
Goodway Group
Vince Gualtier
Hague Quality Water
Ginnie Hall
Michael Hall
Randy Hall
Hanson Family GNCs
Susan Harmon
William Harris
Meredith Harrison
Brittany Hartory
Patricia Haynes
Raymond Heckerman
Michael Hedrick
Valerie Hedrick
Virginia Hilton
Terry Hinton
Larry Hodel

Chris Hodgdon
Jon Hoffman
Robert Hohlfelder
Diana Horowitz
Tina Howell
Michelle` Hranitzky
Belinda Hykel
Ingram Investments LLC
J&J Printing
Ronald Jagels
Mary Johnson
Michele Johnson
Phil & Jeannine Johnson
KC Pipe, LP
William and Dorothy Kearney
James Kennedy
Janet Kerns
Rachel Knight
Koch & Koch, CPA’s
Danielle Kraatz
Sallie Krewer
Kutak Rock, LLP
Kyowa Kirin, Inc.
Lori Lanier
Lankford Fendler & Associates
Kathryn Lanton
Matt Lathrom
Gregory Lawson
Little River Energy Co
Lockton
Log Analysis Solutions, LLC
Abby Long
Julilanne Longlade
Drey Lord
Michael Lowry
Robert Martin
Carl Martino
Alan Matsumoto
Malcolm Matthews
Shelley McCullough
Terry McQuain
James Mercer
Cynthia Michaels

Tricia Michie
Carol Migliazzo
Darla Moore
Jeannie Morrison
S. Murray
Scott Neal
Ralph Nelson
Jimmy Newsom
Nona Nix
Terry Norris
Rick Oddo
Pam Page
Annamari Paimela-Wheler
Wendy Patterson
PC Connection Sales Corp.
Staunton Peck
Bill Pewitt
Angela Pfeiffer
Hubert Pittman
Aly Plunkett
Annie Laurie Points
Cynthia Potter
Douglas Quicksall
R.Q. Boothe & Associates, INC
William Reinhert
Jeff Rettig
Rhyano Oil & Gas, LLC
Tommy Rice
Dale and Mary Rohr
Phillip Roth
Gabriel Russo
Linda Schaefer
Tracy Schoettelkotte
David Schultz
Albert Sherman
Archana Sheth
Sue Shick
M. Salim Siddiqui
Craig Smith
Michelle Smith
Shelly Smith
William Smith
MJ Soeder

Brena Haughey
HEB Grocery 
Company LP
HeLMS Oil and Gas LLC
Henderson Implements
John Hillman
Raymond Hollingsworth
Alan Hoover
Barbara Hughes
Intouch Solutions
JHG Properties, LP
John J Sullivan Jr. 
Charitable Trust
Mary Johnson
Carol Junglov
JW Data, LLC
Kansas City Life 
Insurance Company
Kendra Scott LLC
Delores Kennerly
Kilgore’s 
Medical Pharmacy
Richard Kline
Bryan Klumpyan
John Klumpyan
Joseph Klumpyan
Julie Klumpyan
Kathy Klumpyan
KU Cancer Center

Paul Speight
Laura Speights
Robert Sprehe
Judy & Mark Stallons
Gregory Stein
Dana Steinwart
Janie Stone
John Sulko
TACOR Resources, Inc.
Jamie Taft
Bob Templin
Charles Thomas
Robert Trammel
Chad Tysdahl
United Casing, Inc
David Van Cleave
Tim Van Leer
Carlos Veintemillas
Alagiriswami Venkatesh
Ray Vines
Robert Volk
Walgreens
Brennan Weaver
Melissa Weber
Amy Weissman
Betty Marie Welch
Matthew Whitley
Adrienne Widmer
Connie Wiemann
David Williams
Winstead
Tim Worstell
Peggy Worthington
Melissa Yearian
York Companies
Alfred Yung

Ed Kuklenski
L & M Auto Repair
Mellany Lamb
Garland Lang
Legacy Development, LLC
The Jeff Manning Team at  BHHS
Lynn Marchese
MBT Marketing Services
Medical University Hospital Authority
MEfit LLC
Laura Mellencamp
Matt Mendlick
Mendlick Family
Methodist Hospital
Timothy Milford
Miss Baptist Health Systems Inc
Judy Mitchell
Tim Moormeier
George Morris
Craig Moulton
Nebraska Cancer Specialists
Sharon Neusel
Kathy Nicholson
Larry Nicholson
North Kansas City Hospital
Michael Oestmann
Todd Overbergen
Brent Papciak
Nancy & Marshall Peck

Steve Pitts
Andrew Plagens
Plains Marketing, L.P.
Price Chopper Enterprises
Primary Fuels, LLC
ProPetro Services Inc.
Lori Pulis
Jason Puskarich
R & P Exploration
Bennett Radford
Kaylene Ray
Real Radiology
Mike Redohl
Regence Blue Shield
Ri-Mor Top Soil
Ripple Glass LLC
Riverpoint Group
Diane Rohe
RSP Permian
David Sable
San Antonio’s 
Incredible Pizza Company
Seamon, Whiteside 
& Associates, Inc.
Kelly Sedey
Sewell Automotive Companies
Leland & Jill Shurin
Siteman Cancer Center
David Skitek

Jeanne Smith
Patricia Snider
Spiceworks, Inc.
Split Rock Energy
Star Electric
State Street Foundation
Bonita Stayton
Jeannie Stone
Randal Strickland
Ben Strickling
Summit Restaurant Holdings, LLC
Alison Sutton
Michael Swallow
Chris Terebessy
James Tharp
The Supply Guy, Inc.
Carol Thrane
Tide Resources LLC
Rafaela Torres
Annette Townley
T-Rey Properties
UnityPoint Health
UT Southwestern Medical Center
UW Medicine Alvord Brain Tumor 
Center
Kelly VanDeusen
Kenneth Vanhoozer
Larry Watkins
Sharon Webb

$1,000 - $4,999 continued

William Webb
Christopher Woodring
Y&R Advertising
Deborah York
Jody Zaruba
Bryan Zingg
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